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and whom he wished to prevent from gravitating toward
France.
Russia's ambitions in the Balkans were of long standing.
With the remarkable rise and consolidation of the Russian
state at Moscow, the Slav Empire had begun to push
steadily southward toward the Black Sea and the Darda-
nelles.  Peter the Great, in wars with Turkey, had acquired
for a short time at Azov his coveted "window'7 on the Black
Sea, and given that impetus to Russian progress toward the
south which his successors came to regard as Russia's his-
toric mission.   Catherine the Great, taking up anew the
war with Turkey, had secured the Crimea and the whole
northern shore of the Black Sea.  Conveniently for Russia's
ambitions, the spirit of nationalism awakened by the French
Revolution had stimulated in Greeks and Slavs of the
Balkans the desire to throw off the Turkish yoke,  Russia
was ready, as usual, to support their desire in order to fish
in troubled waters herself.   Already she had waged eight
wars against Turkey, either for her own territorial expan-
sion or for the ostensible purpose of assisting the subject
nationalities of Slavic blood and Orthodox Greek faith.  In
the last of these wars—the Crimean—she had been checked
by England and France and by the hostile attitude which
Austria had assumed.  This attitude of Austria, during the
war and at the Congress of Paris, had contributed to Rus-
sia's loss of part of Bessarabia and caused great bitterness
in Russia.  It was felt to be an unpardonable act of Haps-
burg ingratitude, coming, as it did, so soon after Nicholas I
had sent a Russian army to help the Hapsburgs crush the
Hungarian revolt of 1849.  Russia's bitterness of feeling had
subsided after the establishment of the League of the Three
Emperors, but now there was danger that it might revive,
Russia was anxious to win back the part of Bessarabia lost
in 1856 and was inclined to support a new revolt like that
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which promised further to break

